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17. DESCRIPTION -- 1 
(Check One) 

5 Fair Deleriorotsd C1 Ruins Un.ipossd 
CONDITION I (Check On.) 

Altered Unoltersd Mow-d hipiml Site 

The Wessel ls  Root C e l l a r  is a r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  of  b r i c k  covered by a 
s t e e p  gable  roof  w i t h  wood sh ing le s .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  roof is a smal l ,  
b r i c k  s tove  chimney which is a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n .  The s i d e  w a l l s  of  t h e  
bu i ld ing ,  which a r e  approximately four  f e e t  i n  he igh t  from t h e  ground l e v e l  
t o  the  box co rn ice ,  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  queen c l o s e r s  a t  t h e  corners .  
A small  window was c u t  i n  t h e  west s i d e  w a l l  a t  a  l a t e r  da t e .  The bu i ld ing  
is en te red  on t h e  south  gable  end through a doorway which is crowned by a  
segmental a r ch .  As t h i s  doorway is p a r t i a l l y  below the  ground l e v e l ,  one 
must descend s e v e r a l  s t e p s  t o  e n t e r .  The wooden b a t t e n  door,  supported 
on l a r g e  i r o n  h inges ,  is q u i t e  o ld  and may be o r i g i n a l .  The en t r ance  has  
been covered by a sma l l  gable  roof porch which appa ren t ly  has  been 
replaced  more than once. The i n t e r i o r  of  the  c e l l a r  is div ided  i n t o  a  
lower main space and a l o f t  above. The lower l e v e l  has  a  b r i c k  f l o o r  and 
is sepa ra t ed  from t h e  l o f t  by j o i s t s  which were o r i g i n a l l y  exposed. The 
l o f t  is reached by a loading  window i n  t h e  r e a r  gable .  

The outs tanding  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  Wessells Root C e l l a r  is t h e  
unusual and h igh ly  e f f e c t i v e  glazed header p a t t e r n  i n  the  f r o n t  gable.  The 
b l u e i s h  headers  appear as a s e r i e s  of stepped rows p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  p i t c h  
o f  t h e  gable.  
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Unfortunately t h e  dwel l ing  was destroyed by f i r e  i n  1937. I t  was replaced  
by a  s imple frame s t r u c t u r e .  The r o o t  c e l l a r ,  however, has survived 
i n t a c t  and s t i l l  performs t h e  func t ion  f o r  which it was designed. Since 
c o l o n i a l  r o o t  c e l l a r s  were u s u a l l y  contained i n  the  foundat ions of  o t h e r  
bu i ld ings ,  the  Wessells Root C e l l a r  is most unusual f o r  be ing  b u i l t  a s  
a n  ind iv idua l  s t r u c t u r e  t o  se rve  only t h e  func t ion  of a r o o t  c e l l a r .  
Furthermore, t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  q u a l i t y  of  the workmanship and m a t e r i a l s  
i n  t h e  c e l l a r  is r a r e l y  found i n  outbui ld ings  of  such secondary func t iona l  
importance. These two f a c t o r s  combine t o  make the  Wessel ls  Root C e l l a r  
probably a  unique example of i t s  type,  n o t  only  on t h e  Eas tern  Shore, b u t  
i n  a l l  of Virg in ia .  
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STATEMENT O F  5 1 6 N I F I C A N C ~  . . 
I n  1768, William Vesse l l s  acquired one hundred a c r e s  of land on the  edge 
o f  Michael Marsh from John and Rhoda P o t t e r .  I t  is bel ieved t h a t  t h e  
Vesse l l s  began t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  small  b r i c k  house soon a f t e r  t h i s  
a c q u i s i t i o n ,  and i t i s  probab.le thar  t h e  r o o t  c e l l a r ,  loca ted  a  few f e e t  
behind t h e  dwel l ing ,  was e rec t ed  dur ing  t h e  same per iod .  Upon William 
~ e s s e l l s '  dea th  i n  1803, h i s  w i f e  Egnat ia  i n h e r i t e d  "the smal l  room i n  my 
(Vesse l l s )  dwel l ing  house and t h e  smal l  chamber above and a  P r i v i l e g e  of 
pas s ing  from one t o  t h e  o t h e r  through the  house." ~ e s s e l l s '  son Walter 
was l e f t  t h e  remainder of  t h e  house as w e l l  as the  225 a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  
i nc lud ing  t h e  r o o t  c e l l a r .  The proper ty  has descended i n  the  Wessells 
family and is s t i l l  owned by them today. 
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